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REMARKS 


On a late SCURRILOUS 


EFRE 


INT ITI. Ep, 
A PERSUASIVE to Impar- 


tiality and Candor in judging of 


the preſent Adminiſtration. 


As the Pamphlet, or rather 
5 & Libel, is addreſſed to the 
9 People, any one may 
give his Opinion, and raiſe 
luch Objections againſt it, as ſhall 
xcur to him: I ſhall. therefore 
make no further Apology, but de- 
A 2 clare 


12) 

clare my Sentiments to my Fellow: 
Subjects in relation to this douphty 
Performance. 
I muſt needs own, that the 
Author of the Libel manifeſts 2 
great Calmneis of Temper in his 
Way of Writing, and ſhould hear- 
tily rejoyce, (as I believe the Peo- 
ple would do) if he or the Mr 
niſtry could prove what he fo poſi 
tively aſſerts in the firſt Page, to 
be literally true; but I am apt to 
think he will find it a difficult Mat- 
ter to perſuade us that a General 
Pacification is procured, which ſome 
at the Helm ſtrive to infuſe into us. 
For it does not- appear that the 
States-Genera! have yet acceded 
to the Treaty of Vienna, or that 
the King of Hain has yet ratified 
it, notwithſtanding that the En. 
peror conſents to the Introduction 
of Don Carlos into Italy, upon 
the Conditions propoſed by the 


Queen of S ain; and by mentio- 
ning 


—_ r — 
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ning the Queen only, one would 
think that he was ſole Regent of 
the Spaniſh Monarchy, and that 
King Philip was little more than 
a Cypher, which I am perſuaded 
he will nor take as a Compliment 
to him, whatever his Royal Con- 
fort may do in that Particular. 
We are ready to allow that the 
Abolition of the Offend Company 
is promiſed, and that no other 
ſhall be ſettled in the Auſtrian 
Netherlands; but is there any 
Guaranty given? Has the Miniſtry 
taken care that a Company of the 
like Nature ſhall not be ſettled at 
Irieſte? If not, then I fear that 
we are not upon ſuch ſure Foot- 
ing as we could wiſh ; nor can it 
in Propriety of Speech be called a 
General Pacification, fince the 
Spaniſh Guard de Coſta's continue 
to ſeize our Ships in their Voy- 
ages to the Weſt Indies, or in 
their return, even though they do 

not 


(6) 
not lurk about the Spaniſo Coaſts, 


or approach nearer to them than 
the Nature of the Courſe they are 


obliged to ſteer, does compel them. 
From hence then it will follow, 
that the N egotiations of own Ni- 
ziſters have not been crowned with 
the defired Succeſs, but that the 
are defective and lame in thoſe 
Points, and argues an Over-ſight, 
at leaſt, if we give it not a worſe 
Name; and is it reaſonable that the 
People muſt | ſuffer for the Igno- 
rance or wilful Miſtakes of — 


Superiors? 

We are told that France has no 
Demands to make; then ſure the a 
Miniſtry has been ſo cautious as to * 


procure ſuch an Acknowledgment 


to be well atteſted and confirmed ] 
under Hand and Seal, otherwiſe _ 
this Declaration will appear to be no * 
more than a deluding Bait: For if * 


France ſhould ever happen to break 


with us, ſhe may claim the ſame 
Thing 


BEI BE 


(7) 
Thing which the late French King 
did, I mean a Disburſement of thoſe 


vaſt Sums it coſt that Kingdom in 


ſupporting the Intereſt of the late 


King James, and endeavouring to 
ſettle him; and fince his Deceaſe, 


the Pretender, upon the Throne of 


England ; and likewiſe the Expen- 
ces of maintaining them, the late 
Queen Mary and her Daughter, for 
many Years, which muſt have been 
an incredible Charge, and the De- 
mand upon us an immenſe Sum of 
Money. In this Caſe the Advice of 
our Author will not avail us any 
Thing, for if this new Friend ſhews 
Signs of Infincerity and ancient En- 
mity, our being reconciled to our 
antient Friend will be- of ſmall Mo- 
ment to us. 

As to the Affair of Eaſf-Frieſland, 
grant that the Emperor has pro- 
misd to make it eaſy, but I muſt 
obſerve, it is not yet done, and no 
one can tell whether it will be to the 

entire 


entire Satisfaction of thoſe. who are 


concern d in it, when the Emperor 


makes known his final Reſolution. 


The Policy of the Author of this 


Libel, as mention d in pag. 5, may 


be very proper for ſome petty Prin- 
ces and States who can oppole the 


Oppreſſion of a ſuperior Power; but 
ture it will never ſuit with the 
Strength, Courage and Intrepidity 
of Great-Britam to ſuffer many 
fmall Inconveniences, leſt they 
ſhould run the Risk of many great 
ones; and therefore I cannot think 


it is either prudent or praiſe-worthy 


to exerciſe Patience in ſuch an Affair, 
whatever Opinion this Author may 


entertain of the contrary: For what- 


everthe Miniſiry may think, ſuch Su- 
pineneſs would not only encourage, 
but excite thoſe who ſhould offer us 
any ſmall Injury, to commit greater, 
and look upon our tame Patience to 
be the Effect of Inability to reſent, 
or want of Spirit to demand Satiſ- 

faction 


(59) 
faction for the Wrong done to us, 
and fo proceed from a leſs to a 
greater: But the World knows that 
neither of theſe can be laid at our 
Doors; and therefore the Deſign of 
this Author, if I judge right, in en- 
deavouring to poſſeſs us with ſuch 
falſe Politicks, is to prepare our 
Minds to bear patiently the Capture 
of our Ships, ſuppoſing that a ſuffici- 
ent Recompence cannot be procur'd 
for the Loſſes and Damages which 
we have ſuſtained : and if theſe are 
the Sentiments of the Miniſtry, they 
+ are certainly very detrimental to the 
Publick. in 
| I agree, that when the Sword is 
| once drawn, and that what was at 
firſt only a . Conteſt between two 


, comes at Jaſt to 1nvolve twenty ; 
S and it touches me to the quick, 
7 when I call to mind how often Eng- 
0 land has been hooked in to become 
, a Principal in a War, when ſhe 


7 ought only to have acted the Part 
n B —ꝗ — of 


( 10 ) 
of an Ally, and have furniſhed her 
ſtipulated Quota's. But as we have 
burned our Fingers ſo often, Ih 
we ſhall not manifeſt to the World 
that we have lefs Senſe than Chil- 
dren, for the future; we have ſpent 
our Blood and Treaſure by enga- 
ging in other People's Quarrels, 
and making them our own, where- 
by we have entailed an inſuppor- 
table Load of Faxes upon ourſblves 
and our Poſterity, who perhaps 
may curſe, but I am ſure will not 
thank us, for what we have done; 
and this all we have got by puſh- 
ing ſo forward, and becoming fo 
many Bi y- bodies. 

J hope the Author will excuſe 
me, if 1 do not chime in with him 
in his Opinion that the Meflage men- 
tioned in pag. 6. which was delt 
vered by the Secretary of State in 
the Houſe of Commons, was falſe 
Reaſoning ;- for I may venture to 


affirm, that the People are convin- 
; ced 


(1) 
ced that it has coſt the Nation more 
Money, in order to gain a ſure 
Peace, than the Expences of a 
War would have amounted to, 
had one been proclaimed and car- 
ried on againſt Spam in a former 
Reign. Nor can I aflent that a 
War would have hurt our Trade 
mfnitely more, and raiſed our Ex- 
pences inſinitely higher. For we 
have fitted out large Fleets, one of 
which we ſent abroad to the Weſt 
Indies, where it remained in an 
nactive Station, and to no purpoſe 
than the loſs of ſome Admirals and 
datlors, and the Deſtruction of 1c- 
veral of our beſt Eugliſs Ships. 
The other indeed had a much 
better Fate; they made a fine Ra- 
ree-Show at Spithead; they eat 
the Bread of 1dleneſs, and were 
paid for doing it; they carouted 
all Day, and flept without any Ar- 
prehenſion of Danger all Nigh.. 


We may add to this Account 
B - AR | Ma. | 
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Maintenance of 1 2,000 uſeleſs Mer. 
cenaries, (fo they proved to us) for 
ſome Years; ſo that upon a Bal- 
lance, I am perſuaded it will appear 
that we have paid as dear for our 
Tranquility, as if we had come 
to an open Rupture. Nor can ! 
ſee how the Loſs of our Trade 
would have been near ſo great as 
this Author magnifies it; for the In- 
terruption of a free and open Traf. 
fick was carried on longer than in 
all probability the War would have 
continued; nor can J ſay that we 
are entirely ſecure therein at this 
Day. Beſides, our Merchants might 
then have claimed Letters of Repri- 
fal, which could not with any Co- 
lour of Reaſon have been denied, 
and thereby have made themſelves 


a Recompence for their Loſſes. | 


am ſure the People in general would 
have been better contented 1f ſuch 
Meaſures had been taken, and ſuch 
Methods purſued, rather than to 

- © haye 
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have left them and 'the Method the 
Miniſtry has purſued, to other Ma- 
nagement and References, which is 
this Author's favourite Policy; and 
the Money which has been ditburſed 
for Negotiations and their Concomi- 
tants, is another additional Article 
of Expences. What Politicks are 
now in faſhion with the Miſtry, 
| know not ; but it has been for- 
merly accounted very good Policy, 
and Experience has evinced the 
Truth of it, that the beſt and ſureſt 
Way to obtain an honourable, ad- 
vantageous and laſting Peace, was 
to procure it with Sword in Hand. 
Lewis the XIVth was ſenſible of 
this, and vſed to lay, that if he could 
draw his Enemies into a Treaty of 
Peace, he was ſure to get an Ad- 
vantage of them in a Congrels, 
though he could not in the 
Field. 

Can any Man be "A ſtupid, Or 


Owl-fhted, as not to perceive the 


ly 


K ö 
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fly Infinuation of this Libel-Writer, _ 


though varniſhed over with won- 
derful Art? But to ſet this Point 
in a clear Light, and thereby to 
render it the more obvious to Per- 


I ſhall firſt recite his own Words. 
He ſays in pag. 7. Let me add, 
that as tis often their own Guilt 
which puſhes Miniſters mto Wars, 
and by droerting elſewhere the 
Public Attention, they may pro- 
ceed in their Iniquities, and eſcape 
Examination, or at leaſt poſipone 
it ; ſo the Care of Miniſters to 
avoid a War, is no ſmall Preſump- 


tion of their Innocence. Now 
though he produces Inſtances of 


the former Part of his Poſition, in 
quoting the Examples of Alcibia- 
des, Pericles, and Cardinal Rich- 
lieu, yet he does not offer one Ex- 
ample, either antient or modern, 
to juſtify the laſt Part. But if the 


Inference which he would draw 


from 


ſons of the moſt ordinary Capacity, 
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from the Premifles, laid down by 
him, have any Weight, (and if 


they have not, then he has la- 


boured to no purpoſe) I would wik 
lingly be informed, why he and 
ſome of the Mniftry have cen- 
ſured and condemned the Pacifick 
Meatures, which the Miniſters in 


the latter Part of Queen ANNE's 


Reign, took to obtain and bring 
to a Perfection the Treaty of 


| Utrecht ? The Town of Dankirk 


was delivered to us, and we put 
Forces therein to take care that 
the Harbour ſhould be entirely 
demoliſhed ; and why this mate 
rial Point was not effected before 


we withdrew our Forces from 


thence, let the Mzwſtry of that 
time anſwer for it; and why the 
Demolition of that important Har- 
bour has not been effectually per- 
formed according to the Import 
and Tenor of that Treaty, ſince 
the Death of Queen ANN — 
27 m 


(16 ). 


muſt be laid to the Doors of thoſe 
Minifters, who had the Direction 


of Publick Affairs fince that Period, 
But the ſtrongeſt Pre ſumption is no 
Proof of Innocence, which is a 
Thing very much deſired. 

In the ſame Page he blames 2 


cibiades for prompting Pericles to 


ſet a War on foot, that he might 
thereby ſcreen his Ambition, and 
avoid paſhng his Accounts with 
the Publick. Methinks, this is a 


very 1il|-timed Reaſon ; for we all 


know the Ambition of a certain 
Great Miniſter in our own Days, 
(Great in his own Eyes, and in 
thoſe that adhere to him through 


private Intereſt) who would rejoyce 


if he were able to paſs his Ac- 


counts with the Publick, or even 


to compound for his Deficiency, 
provided he could be indemnified, 
and ſecured from the Rage of an 
injured People, by making ſuch a 
Ons But who has any 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon to fear the Conſequences of 
ſuch Rage, that has the publick 
Purſe at his Command, and can 
bully the People with telling them 
in effect that he is anaccountable, 
which, in the acceptation of the 
Word in. one ſenſe, is indiſputably 
true, and yet ſome Mmiſters as 
Great as he, who uſurped an 
arbitrary Sway, have been De- 
Witted. 

In the next Page he lays down 
a votable Maxim, vis. That War 
is only juſtifiable when Treaties 


will not do. Such an erroneous 


Piece of Policy, ſo contradictory 
to Reaſon and Honour, muſt pro- 
ced from à certain Great Man, 
who has committed miore Blunders 
in Politicks than all his Predeceſ- 
tors ; but he will be dabling znv:ta 
Minerva, and patch up one Blun- 
der by committing another, which 
is natural to him and all the Fa- 


mily. If he can ſupport his Aſſer- 


C tion, 
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Deſign of laying down that Maxim 


(18) 
tion, what an Odium does he caſt 
upon the late King William and 
Queen Anne! nay, even upon all 
their Predeceſſors, that have been 
engaged in Wars! But the real 


was to caſt a Miſt before our 
Eyes that we might acquieſce in 
our publick Patience, which, he 
ſays, has great Merit and Wiſdom 
in it; and yet he will not find 
one Man in an hundred; who will 
concur with him in that Opi- 
nion. N en | 
Are Negotiations tedious, ſays he? 
foare Wars. What Inference would 
this Wiſe-acre draw from thence, 
except it be to juſtify the tedi- 
ouſneſs of Negotiations ? In which 
ſome Men find their Account, tho' 
we generally pay as dear for them, 
as a War of the like continuance 
would have coſt. When Sir N- 
chard Temple was ſent to treat 


with the Hollanders in the Reign 
| .of 


— 3 Mon — — 
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of King Charles II. that excellent 
Miniſter finiſhed his Negotiations 
in the ſpace of three Days, and 
ſucceeded in, every Point of his 
Commiſſon ; he returned before the 
Miniſtry thought he could have had 
an Audience, but was received with 
ſuch Coldneſs, eſpecially by the 
Lord Treaſurer, (who for his own 
private Intereft, deſigned to have 
had the Negotiations carried on tor 
ſome Months) that Sir Richard 
waited three Weeks before he 
could be admitted into the King's 
Preſence. However, that jzft and 
jaithjul Miniſter had this Confola- 
tion, that he did not put the Pub- 
Ick to more Expences than what 
were barely neceflary. An admi- 
rable Example of Patriotiſm, wor- 

thy of Imitation 
am very glad to hear this Li- 
beller acknowledge that we had 
cauſe to be weary of our unſetted 
Condition, which, I with I could 
G2 lay 
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ſay was ſettled ; and if the Zeal of 
our angry Prompters, as he is 
pleaſed to call them, was as pow- 
erfully bent againſt the Directors of 
the Publick, as againſt the People 
who inſulted the Publick, no doubt 
but they had Reaſon on their Side. 
But J cannot hold with him in one 
particular Point, vig. that they 
were at leaſt as4olicitous to diftrels 
the Adminiſtration, as to redreſs 
us, and would not have been more 
concerned for our Sutterings, than 
pleaſed with hurting our Superiors. 
A Man may fee with half an Eye 
againſt whom this Volley is dif 
charged; but if we may judge the 
Sincerity of Perſons by their Words 
and Actions, and I think we can 
form our Judgment by no other 
Criterion, then ſurely ſuch a Charge 
is a great Breach of Charity, and 
has not the leaſt Tendency to vin- 
dicate the Adminiſtration. The 
Perſons againſt whom all this Ar- 

fuer 
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tillery is levelled did cenſure the 
Conduct of the Miniſtry, and ex- 
ſed the wrong Methods which 
they purſued at that time; they 
laid before them others, which they 
looked upon to be the only Expe- 
dient to extricate us out of our 
Labyrinth of Trouble, and obtain 
the deſired End, vis. a ſafe and 
honourable Peace. Are they not 
therefore ſufficiently juſtified there- 


in, fince the Mmiſtry came at laſt 


into thoſe very Meaſures which 
they had propoſed, and which 
they found was the only Remedy 
that could be apply'd to cure our 
diſtempered State © Would it not 
have been more conducive to the 
brightneſs of their Charaders and 
Reputation, if this Speciſick Balſam 
had been applied at firſt ? J am cer- 
tain, it would have ſaved us vaſt 
Expences, which were conſumed in 
fruitleſs Negotiations, and have 


encouraged our Merchants to trat- 
fick 


62 

fick with more Alacrity. If a Pa- 
tient is more obliged to a Phyſ;- 
cian by whoſe Preſcription he. re- 
covers his Health, than to the Apo- 
thecary who adminiſters it; by the 
ſame Parity of Reaſon we ought 
to be as thankful at leaſt to ſuch 
Perſons who pointed out the Way 
to free us from our wretched 
Condition, as to the Miniſters who 
put it in practice. 

[ therefore own, that we have 
reaſon to reſoyce that we have had 
the good Fortune to eſcape, and 
that we ought to be thankful to 
our Benefactors for preventing the 
Evil; I know that the Libel-Mriter 
means the Miniſtry; and I would 
have him know that the Peoples 
Thanks ought principally and pri- 
marily to be given to thoſe Gentle- 
men, who directed them to fteer 
their Courſe right. 

in pag. 11. we have another odd 


Piece of Policy palmed upon us; 
but 


. 
m_— 
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but I cannot ſee any Reaſon why 
Miuiſters ſhould be forced at any 
Time to hide, much lets to dijown 
the only Meaſures which are moſt 
unjuſtifiable, and moſt likely to ſuc- 
cecd. If they can be juſtified, they i! 
will certainly bear the Light, and 
ſtand the ſevereſt Teſt; and if 
| they are likely' to be crown'd | 
WM with Succeſs, the probability of | 
ſuch good News would ſurely ex- 
hilerate the Minds of the People, 
and therefore they ought not to 
be: concealed from them; but to 
play at Bo-peep with us, does ſure- 
ly give Umbrance of Su picion. 1 
deſire thoſe Gentlemen to tell me 
ſincerely, if they would not be of 
this Opinion, if the Tables were 
turned? Though I have an Aver- 
lon to the Doctrine of Innuendo's, 
yet, I muſt confeſs, that this Me- 
thod of hiding Meaſures that are 
juſtifiable, appears to me to be laid 
— with no other View than to 
„ perſuade 


| ( 24) 3 
perſuade us they were purſuing 
ſuch Methods in private, which 


( 
were directed in publick; and the 
Conſequence they would draw f 
from thence, is, that they deſerve 4 
the Applauſe of the People for ſuch ( 
a meritorious Act. But though 5 
they may hood-wink our Eyes, i 
they cannot blindfold our Reaton; 1 
nor is our Eye-fight fo much im- [ 
paired but we can ſtill diftinguiſh 1 
the Subſtance from the Shadow. ſu 
I do not fee how Mmuſters can 77 
be debarred from defending their of 
moſt righteous Proceedings, as this th 
Libel-Writer aſſerts in pag. 1%. M 11 
which is a ſcandalous Reflection If 
upon the People in general, there - ſtit 
by taxing them with the moſt fla* pic 


grant Injuftice; nor can I perceive 
any Reaſons, much leſs very good MF 
ones, they can have for not aſſert- 
ing their Innocence, and for fut 
fering Ca/umny, rather than refute 
it. It is natural for every Mang 
covet 


- 


MY » 


codet an honeſt and fair Charagder, 


and 'tis as natural for him to ab. 
ſert his Innocence when wrong- 
IW fully actuſed; and to endeavour; to 
ve WM diſcharge himſelf from a Load of 
ch bee rather than bend under 
gh Nature requires him to do 


11 and to perform it, is a Duty 
which he owes to his Family; and 
may venture to affirm, that no 
Man will bear a Calumny, but 
ſuch an one, who is ſenſible he 
leſerves it, or that if he ſhauld 
offer to vindicate himſelf, he would 
thereby add a greater Weight to 
what he already labours under; 
If therefore Miniters. cannot ju- 

ſity their Proceedings, it is a 
Piece of Prudence in them how- 
ever. to bear quietly the Dzſgrace 
which they draw upon them, and 
not expoſe themſelves further to 
the World by making a lame De- 
fence——We are told in the ſame 


Page, that * 1 are 
4 | ſome- 


n F e 
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ſometimes repreſented as the Au- 


thors of Coanje/s, which they had 
vigorouſly oppoſed, and of Evili 
which they had heartily laboured 
to prevent; this he takes in great 
Dudgeon. But he very well knows 
that ſuch Things have been done, 
and that there is a Miniſter, who 
when he had forfeitod his Royal 
Maſter's Favour, not only thwarted 
all his Meaſures, but even oppoſed 
with bittetnels the very Schemes 
which he himſelf had laid, and 
the very Conunje/s of which he 
was the Author; nay, he called 
ſome Things an inſupportable vil 
at that time, but when he was 
reſtored he ſtrenuoufly aſſerted the 
contrary, and laboured the Point 
to rigorouſly, in ſhewing the Rea- 
ſonableneſs and Neceſſity of it, 
that he obtained his End. This 
calls to my remembrance four old 
Lines, which are very a propos. 


IG) at 


bee bh 


Au- 
had 
Das 
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I bat makes that Wrong rich was ſo Right 
| before? 
A Living, o6rth Three bundre Poweds, of 
nore. 
That makes that Right which was ſo Viag 
' before? © © 
e wo worth _ more.” 


In pg, 13. he tells us, that * 
: Falſhood is told of the Miniſtry; 
it readily ſpreads ; and even when it 
is thoroughly refuted, tis more than 
probable: that the Refutation does 
not ſpread ſo far, nor is ſo quickly 
credited. This is indeed an unhap- 
py Misfortune, nor is it incident to 
a Miniſtry only, but 'tis the com- 


mon Fate of moſt Men ; and I will 


{ay this in behalf of the Miniſtr that 
Inever heard a Falſhood told of them, 
and it would have been a Piece of 
Juſtice in the Libel- Writer to have 
produced one ſingle Inſtance of ſuch 
a Falſhood. The Truth has been 
often told, and 1 am apt to think 
that if any Falſhood had been ſpread, 


D 2 ſome 


| &-::.) 
ſome Pains would have been taken 
to refute it, whether ſuch a Refuta- 
tion would have ſpread ſo far, or be 
ſo quickly credited, or not. I heard 
a Gentleman ſay that the Word 
Falſhood was certainly an Interpola- 
tion, or an Error of the Preſs; and 

therefore an Erratum ſhould have 
been placed at the End of the Libel 


thus, for Falſpood, pag. 1 3. lin. 4. 


read Truth. _ 

Tis but reaſonable, that Men 
ſhould be preſumed innocent till 
Proots, or at leaft Appearances, are 
brought of their Gzz/t. But when 
Matters are carried on 1n the dark- 
eſt Manner, it is impoſhble to bring 
open Proof. What then muſt be 
done in ſuch a Caſe? Why then 
we muſt have recourſe to Appear- 
ances : this is the Logick of the 
Libeller, pag. 14. who ſurely did 
not well underſtand what he: writ. 
but 1 think Appearances alone are 
2 very weak Foundation for the 


Con- 


"WI 

Convichion of any Man: corrobo- 
rating Circumſtances added to them 
will go à great: Way, and with 
very good Reaſon; nay, in ſome 
Caſes they are funtamoumt to a 
full Proof. Suppoſe a Perſon, who 
has but a very ſmall Fortune, is 
entruſted by a Gentleman of a 
Gl large Eftate to nanage it for him, 
. do receive his Rents, and pay his 
| Debts, - and in à very few- Years 
ſhall build a large and ſumptuous 
Houſe, and be able to advance a 
Year's' Rent to his Maſter out of 
the Money which he calls his 
own; can any Body imagine that he 
has obtained ſo much Wealth by 
fair and honeſt Methods? No ture; 
and yet though no Body will un- 
dertake to prove that he has'cheat- 
ed his Maſter, is not this a Cireum- 
ſtance, not an Appearance only, ſuf- 
ficient to convince any Yea onable 
Man, tkat ſuch a Servant has play d 
the Knave ? I make no Application, 
others 


by 


(2) 
aal may doſas they pleaſe ;-but 
1 will. ſay there have been ſuch 
unjuſt Stewards in the World, and 
what: has been may be again, for 
— is nothing . under the 

118010 300158 UÞ} 

It is too often verified, that-when 
a Man ſtands in our Way, or has 
provoked us by Diſappointment, or 
by being greater than we are, we 
are apt to be very ſcrupulous either 
of thinking him eulpable and bad, 
or in pronouncing him ſo. He that 
drew this Picture has no occaſion to 
write the Name of the Perſon un- 
dei neath it; for the Features are 
ſo exact and true, that they , who 
have leen the Original but once, 
may know him again by the Picture. 
Methinks I fee him now in the ſame 
Poſture in which he ſtood in a late 
Reign, halt-blinded with his own 
Paſlions, becauſe he could not ſup- 
plant his beſt Friend. 


The 


(32) 

The Account given of the Rain, 
and the Biſhops in: the late Quben's 
Days, p. 16, are equally ridiculous 
inde ablurd; but I muſt fay"that 
the railing” Man therein-mentioned 
might ' habe juſt-Caiſe to complain 
of che Trkaty then on Foot, as ma- 
ny more had; and tho. the L557. 
lers thought it @: god one, yet 
that was no Reaſon why: the ot er 
Man ſhould approve 7 get How 
wretched is the Condition of that 
Perſon who pins his Faith u n a- 
nother Man's Sleeveeue.. 

What he ſays: in relation to Par- 
ties, in 18. is very true, #td a 
certain Great Man has found bis 
Accouſt in fomenting and keeping 
up the Spirit of Pafty-Rage!/ What 
he there mentions of Shah Abbas, 
has no-ſmall Affinity to the Citeum- 
ſtances of 4 certain Per ſon, whoſe 
Family we know to be as hee as his 
was; but I hope we ſhall not ſuffer 
the Re Fate with the Perſians,-or 

that 


(32) 

that the Averſion of Parties tb bne 
another is ſo irreconcilable, as to 
ſuffer Myr. Maud to deſtroy our 
Country or invade. it, even thous h 
have, ſach. a wicked Deſign: in his 
politick Noddle; ſurely he who has 
already amaſſed ſuch immenſe Sums 
of Money, has no ocean 2 fith 
in troubled Water. 

Having ſheun the bad Effects of 
Parties, Po makes a Tranſition, and 
aſſumes the Character of a Micta- 
tor; if he be upon a Level with us, 
I muſt tell him plainly,” he arrogates 
to himſelf what does not belong to 
him; that we have as much Renton 
and are as able to dictate to him as 
he to us; if he he our Superior, 
we ſhall pay fuck Regard- to his 
DiGatezas we ſhall, Think conſiſtent 
with. Juſtice and Reaſon, in which 
Caſe we. will take upon us to judge 
for,, ourſelves. He tells us, p. 28. 


that Welarę not to imagine, that the 
Word 


* SS „ 


(33) 


mon; metflinks that Word im- 
diately 15 15 unha ppily and unſea; 
ſonably applied. Notever, I ac- 
quiefce with him in that Point, 
and do allow that there is 4 
Tithe for all Things; aiid though 
it does not change 4 Miniſter ims 
mediately into a Monfter or Dæ- 
mon, ſo it does not change him into 
an Angel of Light, or make him à 
Jot the wiſer, or more upright than 
he was the Day before he entered 
upon his Office. He that takes 
upon him the Adminiftration of 
publick Affairs, and keeps his Inte- 
erity, is a Miracle of a Man ; I will 
not ſay it is impoſſible for him to 
do this, but if we look into Hiſtory, 
few Examples of ſuch Men will ap- 


pear, but many Hundreds of the 


Reverſe. Innumerable Inſtances 
might be produced of Perſons who 


E taking 


Word Miniſter, of that the Situa- 
tion of a Miniſter, tratisforms him 
immediately into a Monſter or Dæ- 


( 34 ) 
taking upon them the Management 
of State Affairs, have been Tud- 
denly changed into Devils incarnate; 
and ſuch Men have been found in 
ancient Hiſtory (for 1 meddle not 
with our own Times) who have ta- 
ken ſuch Jojty Fights, as in effect 
to maugre all the Reins of the 
Commonwealth, though their Ma- 
ſters ſate in the Saddle. It is al- 
moſt an Impoſſibility for thoſe Men 
to eſcape a Ship-zwreck of their Con- 
ſcrences, or refrain from drawing at 
ſo tempting a Lottery as Power and 
Grandeur, with their Train of Con- 
comitants ; or eſcape thoſe delicious 
Charms, which would almoſt de- 
lude a Stozc to miſtake ſuch a For- 
tune for his Summum Bonum. 

But the Libel- Writer puts a Su- 

ar Plumb in our Mouth, and ca- 
joles us with ſaying, Who knows 
what a Change a fair Opportunity | 
and proper Application may bring | 
our popular Favourites to? That 1s 


an 


—— 


(35), 
in plain Engliſh, let us ſhake Hands 
111 be Friends; thwart not our Mea- 
ſures, nor expoſe or cenſure our 
Conduct for the future, and you 
ſhall be promoted; but we bobs, 
that. they who have kitherto bet 
| ſuch Se/ozs Patriots, wilt not 4550 
don the Intereft of "their Country; 
. men, and ſuffer theniſelves to be 
7 allured”* by delufive Promiſes: o. 
give Pp tlie Cauſe they base e 
ſpouſe upon any. Conſderation 
whatever. 

Is the Miniſtry obliged to this 
Libeller think you, for telling vs in 
the ſame Page, that a | Miniſter who 
has common Senſe, will for His 
Honour, Safety and "Eats; at leaft 
lometimes conſult ours 1. have, 41 
ways been, and. ever ſhall. be 0 
Opinion, that it is the Duty of 
every Miniſter to conſult the Ho- 
wur, Safety, Eaſe and Welfare of 
the People at all Times, even 
though it might not ſquare with his 
E 2 own; 


(35) 


wy x re lieve us 1 1 4 Ke 
tha 1285 led us 5. but. they have 
been di ory 
Tna Nets or want of Expett- 
Luce, or from: any orher Cayle what- 
ſoever, ure ye "who. aye been the 
Suffereys, ma ay be allowed the Pri- 
vilege” of "expreſfij ing "our Concern 
that it was not. effected. ſoonler. 

What he tel tells 1 us in the followin 
Paragraph „ VIE. in p. 2 5. that Mini- 
ſte 775 Lune make the 'Times, nor 
N, is no more than 


always mc 
what any, 1 Mü could have 


told: hin; if 1s much of a. Piece | 
Wich MI. ee B vs to the 
Manu f. Halifax, in the Begin 
aing of. nh he. fays, My Lord, 
1 will tell you what you know mulch 
better than T can pretend fo. 


Kere 
# 10 
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No Man of common Reaſon 
will ſurely agree with the Aﬀextion 
in Pag. 775 that the Paſſeſſor of 


Power, t 2 95 he 12 it, let 


im he ever. ſe 9 innocent, the marg 
Foes he Till make, a and hoſe wilt 


make others, This. is a hold and 


Cures Arraignment of the 5 


les Integrity, wham by this Rule 
be ſti matizes. with the vileſt Infa- 


my: No, Imocence will never cre- 


ate an es; 18 fee if an Eumity 


ariſes, it takes its Free not from 
the ri ght uſe but from the abuſe 


of 8 cn ; as when Miniſter (hall 
through. Sleen and Rancour uſe 
his Power to = and ſome- 
times cruſh a Man to Death, tho' 
he cannot be juſtly charged with 
any Guilt. Such arbitrary and il- 
legal Proceedings will excite Men, 
who axe not Sufterers, to become 
Enemies to a Myniſter, fo cruel 
in his Actions, becauſe they may 
ſhare the like Fate. 5 


(638) 
F. Miniſters, in order to fave 
themfelves and their Poſts, have 
ſacrificed the Publict; and Factions, 
in order to deftroy Miniſters, have 
done the ſame; does it from hence 
follow, that Mmiſters are. juſtified 
in the- 'Commiſſion of , ſuch, flagi JH 
tious Enormities, becauſe other 
have perpetrated the - ſame mom 
ſtrous Crimes? If not, then to what 
Purpoſe has he inferted this in his 
Libel? It carries à face with it of 
palliating at leaſt ſuch flagitious Tni- 
__E 
However, I will purſue it no 
farther, becauſe he has given us 4 
very falutary Exhortation in pag. 23. 
to do Honour to Truth, and to 
Merit, where-ever we find it. 
What an'out-of-faſhion Doctrine is 
this! 1 believe there are few Great 
Men, who will give him Thanks 
for his Pains. Worthleſs Footmen 
are preferred, and ſaucy Porters 


advanced to asp of good 
Profit, 


52 O — 
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Profit, while poor Gentlemen, of 
ſteady and unſhaken Principles, 
whom Bribes could not allure, nor 
the moſt glittering Lem ptation en- 
tice Men of good Birth and Lite- 
rature, whoſe only Crime is Po- 
verty, walk about half-naked and 
halt- 179 while the others bat- 
ten in the Sun-ſhine of Proſperity. 
| challenge all our publick Offices 
to produce one Man in ten, who 
is a Perſon of good Parts and good 
Birth; and I will undertake to 
prove that the reſt have been Grooms, 
Lackeys, or Valets, and that ſome 
of theſe are ſo illiterate, they .can 
ſrarce write their own N ames, and 
others, who cannot diſtinguiſh one 


Letter in the Alphabet from another. 


So that to lee a Man of Merit pre- 
terr'd, except Phenix-like, he can 
riſe out of his own Aſhes, or has a 
leeming Purſe at command, may 
indeed be called a Rara vis; but 


Miracles in our Days. 
To 


To conclude : The Defign then 
of the Author is to vindicate the 
Miniſtry, and therefore to ingtatiate 
them with the People, in order ts 
promote their Eſteem; and it wil 
follow from hence, that the Mini- 
ſtry do either want an Advocate, of 
do not. If they ftand in need of 
one, let the People judge how weak 
and poor a Defence this Libel- 


Writer has made; he has bettay'd | 


a Weakneſs in many Places; he has 
acknowledged ſeveral Things, Which 


J verily believe they would defirs 


ſhould have been concealed. Many 
Cauſes have been marred by being 


committed to the Management of 


unskilful Practitioners. . 
Now if the AMfinitry did not 


want any one to eſpouſe their In- 


tereſt, then this Libel-Writer ought 
to be chaſtiſed for his Officiouſ- 
. = 20 
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POST: 


POSTCRIPT 


Arious are the Speculations 
and Conjectures of the Peo- 
ple, concerning the Fleet which is 
fitting out with all the Expedition 
imaginable for the Mediterranean, 
under the Command of an Admiral, 
Vice-Admiral, and Rear-Admiral. 
It cannot be ſuppoſed that ſuch a 
great Preparation is defigned for in- 
troducing Don Carlos into Italy, 
becauſe Spain can furniſh a Fleet ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer that End, eſpecially 
if it be confidered that the Emperor 
has conſented to his peaceable In- 
trodudtion; ſo that no Oppoſition 
can be expected from that Quarter. 


Nor can it be intended to exerciſe 


our Sailors, after the Ruſſian Man- 
ner, or that any Deſcent is deſigned, 


for then ſome of our Marines and 
F Land- 


( 42 ) 
Land-Forces would have been or- 
der d to 80 on Board. What then 
may we ſuppoſe the Miuiſtry to 
have upon the, Carpet? It is moſt 
probable that this 2 Armado i 18 


deſigned either againſt Spain di | 
It 


France; and if fo, what wil re 
from thence? N tin 05 


If we break with Spain; or She N 


with Great-Britain, then What be- 
comes of the Treaty Seville? 
of the Peace which was there eon- 
cluded, and Which coſt us ſo much 
Freaſure? If this be the Caſe, then 
our Merchants muſt fit down by 
their Lofles, and expect no Reco 

pence for the Capture of their 
Ships, or Satisfaction for the Da- 
mages they have received. Trade 
will ſtagnate, there will be no En- 
couragement given to our Wooller- 
Manufactures, the Staple Commo- 
dity of the Kingdom; and thou- 
ſands of poor Families, wWhoſe 


Bread depends upon their Handy- 


work, 


643) 


work, muſt be thrown upon the Pa- 
riſh, or ſtarve. Such a Thought | 


80 muſt move the wat Ae 
r Heart. ( 
lt We cannot ſuppo ſe that the King 


| of Salus not ſettling the Tudulto, 
le end refuſing to deliver to the Pro- 
jrietors their Effects in the Hotilla, 
(except they advance to him, by | 
Way of Loan, ſome Millions) c. could: | 
* our wile Miniſtry to fend a | 
Fleet thither, to compel him ; for 
the Subjects of Great-Þbr:tain can 
lay Claim to no more than their 
own Hare, and the Expences of 
itting out twenty Sail of tuch Line- 
o-Battle Ships, (even excluding the 
lay of the Officers and Sailors) will 
mount to more than the Share of 
our own Subjeds Effects in the Ho- 
ia does come to. Beſides, as the 
Subjects of other Potentates are 

concerned therein as well as ours, 
t cannot be imagined that we ſhould 
Ide ſo Complaiſant, as to take the 


F 2 whole 


| (44 ) 
whole Burden upon our own 
Sa {| 7225 * 

The Spaniards have erected ſome 
ſtrong Forts in their own Dominions, 
by which they can damage if not 
totally deſtroy ſuch Ships as deſign 
to paſs into the Mediterranean, but 
thoſe eſpecially which enter into the 
Bay of Gibraltar, which was for- 
merly reckoned the Key of the 
Mediterranean, becauſe they could 
prevent the Paſſage of any Ships 
thither. But now thoſe Forts can 
command all the Ships in the Bay of 
Gibraltar; ſo that the Garriſon is 
but of little Signification, if the 
Spaniards ſhall have it in their Power 
to ſink ſuch Veſſels as endeavour to 
enter there either with Recruits, 
Proviſions, or to Traffick. If then 
there be any defign againſt Spain, in 
all probability it is to oblige them 
to demoliſh thoſe Forts, or upon 
Non-compliance, to beat them down. 
If this be the Point, will not PH 


Rd ee ee ei 
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be apt to ſay, that ſue has a Li 

to erect Forts in any Part of her 
own Territories? I muſt confeſs I 
know not what Anſwer to make to 
this Queſtion ; but if ſuch a Queſti- 
on ſhould be asked, it 1s the Bu- 
ſmeſs of the Miniſiiy to make a 
Reſponſe, and they alone are an- 
ſwerable for it. 

Well then, Spain reſts ſecure, let 
us conſider the Motions that can 
induce us to ſend a Fleet to the 
French Coaſts, if they are obliged 
to ſteer their Courſe thither. We 
hope our new Friend and good Alley 
has not plaid us a ſlippery Trick ſo 
ſoen; even when old Bona Fide 
was alive, he never made a Breach 
of his Parole in ſo ſhort a Time, 
and we hope the Miniſters of the 
preſent King do not perſuade their 
Royal Maſter to a Rupture with ug 
yet a while at leaſt. I am apt to 
think, that they are not a little 
chagrin d at our having concluded 


1 
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a; Peake at Vienna, without their 
Participation; but as volatile as: 
they are, turely they wilt in- 
volve-their Country in a Wan upon 
ſo trivial an Account, though I 
muſt nerds own, that à lefs, Trifle 
has been the Occaſion of; commen- 
eing a N and depopulating hole 
Kingdoms. 

If we may give Credit to our 
Accounts brought from Abroad, 
the French are fitting out a Fleet, 
which perhaps may be at Sea by 
this time, and if it has entered into 
their Heads to take the Pretender 
on Board, in order ro make an In- 
vaſion, then indeed it is high Lime 
to ſend a Fleet to bring them to 
Keaſon, and repel Force by Force. 

But be it as it will, the People 
will be the Sufferers, if we have a 
War, not only in the Stagnation of 
their own Trade, as I mentioned 
before, but alſo in re-imburting the 
Expences of this vaſt Arinament. 


Alas! 


(ap) 
Alas! we have long ifluctuated in 
Uncertainty, , arid ſtiall we no ſodmer 
perceive va glimmering Liglit; thay 


it hall be:taken'from'tis ?Wehave 


not as yet taſted the ſweet Fruits 
of Peate; and muſt our Teeth be: ſet 
on Edge with four Grapes Dolf we 
muſt have a War; let us have it 
quickly, that we may know! what 
we have to conſide in; for furely te 
be toſſed to and fro, to be wreok'd 
with Doubts, and live in Suſpence, 


is worſe than Death itſelf. 


We had better began it much 
ſooner, and then we might have ſa- 
ved thoſe vaſt Sums of Money it coſt 
us to obtain a Peace, which we ho- 
ped would have terminated in the 
Tranquility of Bages. This Fleet 
gives ſtrong Apptefenſions, and the 
more becauſe it is not intended to 
make a- fine Sho at, r head, as 
the laſt did. Sg, we are not ſo 


rery wealthy as Amate Ducks and 


Drakes of our Money ; but we muſt 
walt 


(48) 
wait with Patience to ſee tlle R. 
vent. Tis to be hoped that our 
prudent Minifters, who never com 
mitted. any lunders, 7 but always 
conſulted the Good of the Nation, 
have it ſtill ſo near their Hearts, 


